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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-8, 10-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Boetje 
(6,198,906). 

As for claim 1, Boetje discloses a program control information generator (105 Fig. 
1), for a broadcasting station system for generating and transmitting program control 
Information from program information and schedule information, characterized by an 
input section (105 Fig. 1) for accepting inputs of the program information or the 
schedule information from a program organization apparatus (130, 135, 140 Fig. 1), a 
band adjustment section (105 Fig. 1) for adjusting a program control information amount 
with a band over (if the ball game runs over the allotted time, the system will 
compensate by removing the filler program that was located in-between the ball game 
and the program that was to start next or abruptly end the ball game transmission and 
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start the next program, column 25 lines 27-56), and a storage section (110, 135, 140 
Fig. 1) for storing the program information (record programming, column 5 lines 66 - 
column 6 line 4) 

With respect to claim 2, Boetje discloses the program control information 
generator according to claim 1, characterized by a schedule adjustment section (105 
Fig. 1), capable of setting a plurality of adjustment methods (atomic relationships 
column 6 lines 57- column 7 line 14, figure 3 and figures 4a-z) 

As for claim 3, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that the schedule adjustment section (105 Fig. 1) 
adjusts a schedule by preferentially setting program information for the day (12 noon is 
referred to as a future time meaning that program information is arranged before the 
program is to be displayed, column 18 lines 21-34). 

Dealing with claim 4, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that the schedule adjustment section (105 Fig. 1) 
adjusts a schedule by preferentially setting a later registered program (the auto follow 
function alters the start time of the program that is to begin after the current program 
ends by moving the beginning of the following program to the time when the current 
program ends column 6 lines 57-65). 
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In regards to claim 5. Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that the schedule adjustment section (105 Fig. 1) 
can resume a pre-adjustment schedule when it has changed schedule infomiation 
preceding a schedule adjusted once (if the ball game runs over its allotted time, the 
following "filler" program will either be cut short or completely removed from the 
schedule, after this task has been completed the pre adjusted schedule will continue as 
normal at 20:00:00, column 25 lines 27-56). 

Dealing with claim 6, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 5, characterized in that the schedule adjustment section (105 Fig. 1) 
can previously set priorities to a plurality of adjustment methods (the device has the 
ability to either show a filler program of various lengths after the ball game ends until the 
time of 20:00:00, which is when the next program, ER, begins, or the device may stop 
the ball game broadcast at 20:00:00 and start ER, column 25 lines 23-56). 

With respect to claim 7, Boetje discloses the program control information 
generator according to claim 2, characterized in that the storage section (110, 135, 140 
Fig. 1) retains original schedule information inputted from the program organization 
apparatus and schedule information after the schedule adjustment (column 5 line 65 - 
column 6 line 4). 
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As for claim 8, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that the storage section (110, 135, 140 Fig. 1) 
retains program information erased on the schedule as a result of the schedule 
adjustment made by the schedule adjustment section (Initially the programming for 
broadcast is received though the satellite receiver (130 Fig.1) and stored in the VjR 
(135, 136 Fig. 1) for later broadcast, all the manipulation of the programming happens 
with in the computer system (105) which does not alter the original programming data 
stored in the VjR column 5 line 65 - column 6 line 4). 

Dealing with claim 10, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that, if section data to be transmitted exceeds the 
transmission band, the band adjustment section cuts program information so as to fit 
into the band (the ball game broadcast is cut short if it runs beyond the time of 20:00:00 
column 25 lines 23-56). 

In regards to claim 11, Boetje discloses the program control information 
generator characterized in that the band adjustment section is capable of changing an 
adjustment method by settings at the band adjustment (see claim 6). 

Dealing with claim 12, Boetje discloses a program control information generator 
(105 Fig. 1) for a broadcasting station system for generating and transmitting program 
control Information from program information and schedule information, characterized 
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by a difference detecting section (105 Fig. 1) for detecting and generating section data 
including only a difference from the previous generated section at a section generation 
when section data is generated from program information and program schedule 
information inputted from a program organization apparatus (When the ball game runs 
over, only the channel that the ball game was being displayed on is altered column 25 
lines 23-56). 

As for claim 13, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 12, characterized by a storage section (135, 140 Fig. 1) for storing 
the program information and a section generating section (105 Fig. 1) for sectioning by 
acquiring differential data from the storage section (Different filler program are inserted 
depending on the end time of the baseball program, column 25 lines 23-56). 

Dealing with claim 14, Boetje discloses a program control information generator 
(105 Fig. 1) for a broadcasting station system for generating and transmitting program 
control information from program information and schedule information, characterized 
by a generation management section (130 Fig. 1) for collectively generating and 
outputting an information group which has been inputted In a plurality of pieces by the 
plural number of times when section data is generated from the program information 
and program schedule information inputted from a program organization apparatus (an 
information group being multiple program types such as news, weather, sports, can be 
pieced together in various ways depending on the length of time between their 
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corresponding main clips, utilizing spot insertion, "filler" and "teaser" clips which are 
acquired separately from the main broadcasts column 5 line 65 - column 6 line 18). 

As for claim 15, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 14, characterized by an input section (130 Fig. 1) for accepting inputs 
of the program information or the schedule information from the program organization 
apparatus and a section generating section (105 Fig. 1) for sectioning in response to an 
instruction of a section generation from the generation management section (105 Fig. 1 
and column 21 lines 13-30) 

With respect to claim 16, Boetje discloses the program control information 
generator according to claim 14, characterized in that the generation management 
section (105 Fig. 1) decides a priority order for the inputted information group and 
determines a generation or output order according to the priority order (the priority order 
of the commercial that is set is a lead in, a teaser and a close, column 22 lines 30-62). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boetje in 
view of Green (5,073,930). 

Regarding claim 9, Boetje discloses the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, that determines a timing for generating and transmitting section 
data from the program information (the device determines the timing by taking in to 
account what time the ball game could end and also what time it actually ends then 
generating and transmitting either the filler program to take up the extra space after the 
ball game if the game ends before 20:00:00, column 25 lines 23-56). 

Boetje does not specifically teach the program control information generator 
according to claim 2, characterized in that the input section checks the program 
information completely at an input, having an error detecting function. 

In an analogous art. Green discloses the input section (Fig. 1 A) that checks the 
program information completely at an input, having an error detecting function (column 
12 lines 35-45) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Boetje's 
system to include an error detecting function at the input in order to ensure that the 
received program data was error free. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan M. Johnson whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7916. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on (571)272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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